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For more than one-hundred years the Great
Northern Depot has served as Wayzata’s
most iconic landmark. Built to help reconcile
relations after a long “feud” between
Wayzata and Great Northern chairman
James J. Hill, it was designed by Samuel
Bartlett in the fashionable English Tudor
Revival style. When completed, it was said
to be the “handsomest” depot on the entire
line and was considered ahead of its time for
boasting indoor plumbing and a water fountain. Trains serviced the depot with scheduled stops
until 1958, when it became a “flag stop” serviced by request only. Great Northern finally closed
the depot as an official stop in 1971 and donated it to the City of Wayzata in 1972. The depot
has since been added to the National Register of Historic places and today is home to the
Wayzata Area Chamber of Commerce and the Wayzata Historical Society Museum.
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Historic Land Tour
Starts at Great Northern Depot

Great Northern Depot

The Wayzata Historical Society is an all-volunteer, 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving and promoting Wayzata’s history through the safekeeping of photographs and
personal accounts of events in the community’s past. Its mission is to gather photographic memorabilia, document residents’ stories, and research the evolution of neighborhoods, schools,
churches, businesses, and modes of transportation. The Wayzata Historical Society maintains archives in the lower level of the Hennepin County Library - Wayzata Branch and a museum
in the historic Wayzata Depot. The Society also hosts special events throughout the year which and graciously appreciates all donations related to Wayzata and Lake Minnetonka history.
To learn more about events, membership, and volunteering opportunities, visit wayzatahistoricalsociety.org.
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Moore | Ramaley | Minnetonka
Boat Works

One of the earliest boat builders in Wayzata was Royal Corbin
Moore.
Arriving
in
Wayzata in the late 1870s, he started Moore Boat Works, located in the same spot that the boat works building stands today. Moore
built sailboats, row boats, fishing boats, canoes, hunting boats, launches, steamboats and yachts. Best known of Moore’s creations
were the Express Boats, built in 1906. These six boats were ordered by the Twin City Rapid Transit Company and were designed to
resemble the company’s street cars. The Minnehaha, which still travels the lake today, was one of these six boats. Moore continued
to build boats until 1912, when he sold to Eugene Ramaley. In 1929 the Ramaley, Wise, and Walker boat works (Deephaven) merged
to become the Minnetonka Boat Works. During World War II Minnetonka Boatworks built army landing craft known as “storm” boats,
which were flat bottomed, light weight, held eighteen men and were used to cross the Rhine River. Minnetonka Boat Works also
became well-known manufacturers and distributors of both Tonka-Craft and Chris Craft power boats. Wood boats were made until
1958, when fiberglass took over. In 1985 the building ceased to service boats and has since been the home of several businesses.
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Wayzata State Bank | Five
Swans

The need for a bank in Wayzata had become apparent
to the local business community by 1908. Five
businessmen put up $10,000 in capital that summer
to start the Wayzata State Bank, which included a
construction cost of $2,246.50. The new, classicallyinspired bank had three brass teller’s cages, a small
walk-in vault, and an office. A buzzer under one of the teller’s cages could be rung next door
at Pettitt & Kysor Grocery to alert them in the event of a robbery. When it officially opened for
business on January 18, 1909, the bank was manned by just two employees: a cashier and a
bookkeeper. Resident boat builder Royal C. Moore served as its first president from 1908 to
1912, and for decades the bank helped Wayzata’s economy grow by providing loans for local
businesspeople and homeowners. By 1950, however, it had outgrown the original building and
moved to a new location. Several other businesses have since occupied the original building,
including Five Swans gifts. Today its fate is unknown.
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Tibbetts Home | Minnetonka
Hospital

Founded in 1928 by Wayzata’s Doctor Carl J.
Martinson and Mound’s Doctor Edward E. Mitchell,
Minnetonka Hospital was one of the community’s
most unique businesses for more than thirty years.
Named “Minnetonka Hospital” for serving the
entire Lake Minnetonka area, it began by renting space in the back of a local boarding house
until it moved into the former home of Doctor James I. Tibbetts in 1929. The Lake Street home
worked perfectly as a small town hospital with surgeries and obstetrics being performed on the
first floor and patients’ rooms being located on the second floor. This meant that personnel had
to carry patients up the central staircase on a stretcher after surgery. During its thirty-five years of
business the Minnetonka Hospital performed simple surgeries, set bones, stitched up wounds,
and delivered 1,545 babies. The hospital was particularly known for its home-cooked meals,
rumored to be some of the best around. The last patient was released December 31, 1963, and
in May 1964 the building was demolished. Today the site is occupied by Minnetonka Travel.
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Village Hall

The Wayzata Village Hall was built in 1904 for a cost of $3977.75. It was
home to the council chambers, library, jail, post office and equipment
for the Volunteer Fire Department. In 1905 a free standing tower was
built behind the building for the fire bell, operated by two ropes which
manipulated the clanger. Standing at the corner of Lake Street and
Manitoba Avenue, the Village Hall burned to the ground in 1955.
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Wayzata Theater | Talbots

The Wayzata Theater opened in 1932 under the ownership of Lyle Carisch and Raymond Lee.
It was designed to look modern with a green, gold, and black color motif and also featured a
sloping floor. The theater was cooled by misting water, which made the lobby floor slippery
during the summer months. Tickets were $0.35 for adults
and $0.10 for children and were originally the theater’s
only source of revenue – there were no concessions, so
customers had to buy snacks from nearby stores. By the
early 1940s, however, Carisch and Lee finally began selling
their own popcorn and candy. The theater continued to
be a popular destination among locals until its closing in
1985. A marquee similar to the original is now located
further west and marks the entrance to Marquee Place.
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After fire destroyed Harry Pettitt and George Kysor’s
first grocery store, they proclaimed that fire would
never again wipe out their business. The new, sturdy
building they built opened in 1906. With a bakery
located behind the building, Pettitt & Kysor was best
known for homemade baked goods and ice cream.
There was also a fresh meat counter where wild game
was sold. Pettitt & Kysor was primarily a “delivery-style” grocery
store, meaning that a horse and buggy would make rounds in the morning to
take orders and then deliver them before dinner. After Harry Pettitt died, George
Kysor sold the store, and it continued to operate as Waytonka Market until 1974.
The building later reopened as Five Swans gifts and has since been used for
miscellaneous purposes. Today its fate is unknown.

Congregational |
Evangelical Free | Unitarian
Universalist Church
Wayzata’s first church was built in 1881
at the corner of Rice Street and Walker
Avenue. It began with twelve charter
members and was officially called the
Congregational Church of Christ in Wayzata.
The gray clapboard building was approximately thirty feet square with barely enough room for
a pump organ, pulpit, and two stoves for heat. A bell was purchased from the Clinton Meenely
Bell Company for $80 in 1882. In 1911 the church was significantly expanded and renovated
by renowned Minneapolis architect Harry Wild Jones, but burned down only five years later.
The congregation immediately rebuilt the church using Jones’s exact specifications, and today
it still stands as the Unitarian Universalist Church of Minnetonka. Its fate, however, is currently
unknown.

Gleason’s General Store | Blanc de Blanc | McCormick’s Pub & Restaurant

Eugene B. Gleason opened Gleason’s General Store at the corner of Lake Street and Broadway Avenue in 1896. When he expanded the store ten years later, it
became the largest in Wayzata. While the store itself occupied the first floor of the building, the second floor had several uses during its life – first as a meeting
space for the Odd Fellows, then as a movie theater, doctors’ offices, and finally as apartments. The building stood until it was torn down in the 1960s, and today
McCormick’s Pub & Restaurant occupies the site.
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Bushnell General Store
| Lamb Brothers | Harts Café
|Sunsets Restaurant | CoV
The store once located at Lake Street and
Broadway Avenue began as Bushnell General
Store circa 1876, before Wayzata was even
incorporated. In 1906 brothers Lorin and Charles
Lamb purchased the business and renamed it
Lamb Brothers Dry Goods & Groceries. Under their ownership the store became the first in
town to have electricity and a telephone. The business served walk-in customers and made
deliveries with as many as eight employees working at a time. Lamb Brothers was particularly
popular because they sold fresh fruit and produce, a unique offering at the time. The building was
significantly renovated after the business closed in 1926 and eventually went on to serve as Harts
Café and Sunsets Restaurant. Today it is occupied by CoV.

10

Section Foreman’s House

Built in 1902 by the Great Northern Railway, the Section Foreman’s House was home to the local
section foreman and his family. The section foreman was responsible for the maintenance, repair,
and upkeep of approximately twenty-five miles of track along the line. Since it was often difficult
to find decent and affordable housing off company property, the railway built these modular
homes where foremen only paid for utilities. The homes were all built to the same specifications so
carpenters could quickly assemble them. Also,
if a foreman and his family had to move, their
furniture would fit perfectly in the new space.
Although many section foreman houses were
built in mundane, desolate areas, the house in
Wayzata was special for its prime location on
a perfect stretch of beach with a million-dollar
view across Wayzata Bay. Today it is one of the
very last section foreman houses to survive in
Minnesota and might be repurposed for public
use in the near future.

Burying Hill

Wayzata’s first cemetery is located just north
of the town’s first church at the corner of
Walker Avenue and Wayzata Boulevard.
Originally known as “Burying Hill,” the
official plat was filed and recorded in
November 1882. The first person to be
buried here was Hannah Garrison, the
mother of Wayzata pioneer and founder,
Oscar Garrison. Her grave stands in the
far northwestern corner of the cemetery and is marked by a stone that was dedicated in
2013 through a joint effort between the Garrison family and Wayzata Historical Society. The
cemetery is also the resting place of countless other early residents and today serves as one of
the most important connections to Wayzata’s pioneer history.

Pettitt & Kysor Grocery
|Waytonka Market | Five Swans
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Wazyata Post Office

Mail has been delivered in Wayzata ever since
the community was founded in 1854. Until
the early 1900s, however, the post office was
usually located within a local hotel or general
store – it moved several times over the years.
The current Wayzata Post Office was a project
of the Works Project Administration and
opened in 1942. Located at the corner of
Indian Mound Street and Minnetonka Avenue, it still serves the community today.
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Minnetonka Herald
| LaChouette | Blue Point
Retaurant & Bar

The Minnetonka Herald was the most
popular newspaper to serve Wayzata for
more than thirty years. Started by Palmer
Holman in 1930, its publishing headquarters were originally located one block west in the back of the Wayzata Theater. It was
purchased in 1936 by four school teachers – M.G. Gullixson, Mike Vukas, Joe O’Connell,
and Einar Ryden – and moved east to this location in 1939. In 1965 Sun Newspapers
purchased the Wayzata Herald and merged it with the Mound Pilot and Deephaven Argus
to form what would become the Sun Sailor. Publishing has since moved to a new location,
and today the building is occupied by Blue Point Restaurant & Bar.
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Braden Home | Westerveldt Home | Goldmine Antiques

The building currently occupied by Goldmine Antiques began its life as a private residence
circa 1886, when Lake Street was lined with single-family homes. The Peter Westerveldt and
Edwin Braden families both lived here until
it was sold in 1924 to Clara Goertmueller,
who ran it as a boarding house. The home
later found use as apartments and business
space and has been occupied by Goldmine
Antiques since 1962. Its fate, however, is
currently unknown.
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Saint Bartholomew’s
Catholic Church

The parish of Saint Bartholomew’s was
organized in early 1916 with mass originally
being held at Village Hall on Lake Street. A
new church was completed by December
1916, however, just in time for Christmas
Day celebrations. The church’s stucco
façade was painted gray with white trim
and named after its founding pastor, Reverend George Bartholomew Scheffold. Mass
continued to be held in this location until the building burned down in 1964. The
current church and school were built shortly thereafter, and today the original site is
occupied by Saint Bartholomew’s playground.
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Widsten Elementary School

The first school to sit atop the hill at Rice Street and Broadway Avenue was built circa 1890.
It was replaced at least once before this unusual Pueblo Revival building was constructed in
1921. Originally named Wayzata Consolidated High School, it housed grades Kindergarten
through twelve. The building featured a gymnasium with clearstory windows, a regulationsize basketball court, as well as indoor showers and a community room with fireplace.
Classrooms were purportedly filled with
natural light and boasted views of Wayzata
Bay and the town below. When a new
high school facility was built in 1953, the
building was renamed Widsten Elementary
School in memory of the late Principal
Halvor Widsten. It continued to serve as
an elementary school until Wayzata Public
Schools sold it to developers in 1989. The
building was ultimately razed in 1992, and
today the site is occupied by townhomes.
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Steamboat Minnehaha

The Minnehaha was one of six “Express
Boats” launched by the Twin City Rapid
Transit Company in 1906 as an extension of
the Twin Cities’ streetcar system. Designed by
Royal C. Moore of Wayzata, the Minnehaha
and her sisters provided fast and reliable
transportation for the tourists and residents
of Lake Minnetonka until the improvement
of roads and popularity of automobiles ended
their viability in the 1920s. With no further
use in sight, the Minnehaha was scuttled in
1926 and lay forgotten at the bottom of Lake
Minnetonka for more than five decades. In
1980, however, a salvage team discovered her
and raised her back to the surface. Finally,
after a complete restoration, the Minnehaha
returned to passenger service in 1996 and has
operated on Lake Minnetonka ever since.

Historic Lake Tour
Departs from Great Northern Depot

Ferndale

The northwest shore of Wayzata Bay saw its
first development in 1856 with the opening
of the Harrington Inn. The Harrington Inn
was the first hotel built within the limits
of Wayzata and stood until 1899, at which
time Lake Minnetonka was transforming
from being a resort destination into a place
to actually live. With its beautiful location
and relatively close proximity to downtown
Minneapolis, the property value along the
Ferndale Shore skyrocketed and many of the
lake’s grandest country estates were built here
by prominent Twin City milling families such
as the Bells, Boveys, Crosbys, Pillsburys, and
Washburns. Although many of these summer
“cottages” were winterized and renovated for
year-round use in the early 1900s, very few
remain today.

The Museum of Lake Minnetonka is an all-volunteer, 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that has served the Twin Cities area with a unique, historical experience since incorporating in 2004. As
one of the only “living history” museums in the region, the MLM’s mission is to preserve Lake Minnetonka’s history through acquiring, restoring, and presenting items that help tell the story of
the lake’s colorful past. The Museum’s primary asset is the historic steamboat Minnehaha, which it operates annually from late May through early October.
To learn more about cruises, membership, and volunteering opportunities, visit steamboatminnehaha.org.
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Rail Meets Water
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Shipwreck Graveyard

At least forty-three confirmed shipwrecks lie at the bottom of Lake
Minnetonka, several of which in the area between Brackett’s Point and the
eastern tip of Big Island. It was here that the Minnehaha lay between 1926
and 1980 and is also where three of her identical sisters – the Como, White
Bear, and Hopkins – remain submerged. Also in this general location is the
steamer Excelsior, a 125-foot sternwheeler that was deliberately burned
and sunk in 1909. Today four state laws and two federal laws protect every
shipwreck in Lake Minnetonka and greater Minnesota from being looted or
disturbed – no more can be raised. The Minnehaha was raised before these
laws were enforced, however, making her a rare success story in Minnesota’s
maritime history.
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Arlington Hotel

The Arlington Hotel was one of several dozen hotels built on Lake Minnetonka during the
1880s and was the largest ever built in Wayzata. Constructed in the spring of 1880 for a total
cost of $25,000, it boasted three stories and a contiguous veranda surrounding each floor. It
had parlors and a large dining room with sixteen-foot ceilings, 104 guest rooms with electric
bells, and one of the only telephones in the area. A dock along the lakeshore accommodated
even the largest of steamboats and, with the tracks running just north of the hotel, trains
made special stops for guests. In 1881 James J. Hill purchased the hotel and did not reopen it
for the 1882 season – he allegedly did not want competition for his recently completed Hotel
Lafayette. The Arlington Hotel burned down December 18, 1890.
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Historic “Express Boat” Route

The village of Wayzata was thrilled at the arrival of the railroad
August 24, 1876, when the William Crooks steam engine pulled two
passenger cars into town on the new Saint Paul & Pacific Railroad
line. The excitement did not last long, however, since trains now
rolled down the center of the town’s main road, cutting residents off
from Lake Minnetonka and producing noise, soot, and foul smells.
James J. Hill, who became one of the company’s key investors, went
on to merge it with the Great Northern Railway in 1890.
James J. Hill’s presence in Wayzata, however, began in 1883, when the
community was officially incorporated. The first order of business
for the new village council was to order the railroad tracks off of Lake
Street and reroute them north of town. James J. Hill, as chairman of
the railway, initially ignored the council’s orders. When the council
took the case to court, Hill reacted by demolishing the train station
at the foot of Broadway Avenue and building a new one east of town.
He declared that the residents of Wayzata could “walk a mile for the
next twenty years” to catch the train. The tracks were also moved as
required, but, rather than rerouting them north of town, he moved
them closer to the lake.

The first train arrived in Wayzata August 24, 1867,
when the William Crooks steam engine pulled two
passenger cars into town on the new Saint Paul
& Pacific Railroad line. Once the train reached
Wayzata, the end of the line at the time, it was
turned around by horse on a turntable for the return
trip to Saint Paul. For the next several years Saint
Paul & Pacific made two trips per day to Wayzata,
once in the morning and once in evening. In 1879, after suffering economic troubles, the company
was reorganized and renamed Saint Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba Railway. James J. Hill, one of the
railway’s key investors, went on to merge the company with the Great Northern Railway in 1890.
Today the line that runs through Wayzata is owned by BNSF and is still in active use.
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James J. Hill’s Connection to Wayzata History

The “feud” between Wayzata and James J. Hill finally ended in 1906
when Hill commissioned the construction of a new depot in the
heart of town. Designed in the fashionable English Tudor Revival
style, it was said to be the “handsomest” depot on the entire line.
Although it is somewhat ironic, James J. Hill can actually be thanked
today for allowing Wayzata’s economy to thrive and for preserving
its beautiful lake views. James J. Hill Days is a celebration of this
history, for the prosperity that the community now enjoys would not
exist if it weren’t for these events.
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Euro-American Discovery of Lake Minnetonka

Euro-Americans “discovered” Lake Minnetonka several times in the early 1800s. Aside
from French traders who might have visited the lake during the 1700s, the first agreed-upon
encounter occurred in 1822, when two young men named Joe Brown and Will Snelling
ventured up Minnehaha Creek from Fort Saint Anthony (later named Fort Snelling).
The existence of the lake was not made official until 1852, however, when Minnesota’s
then-territorial Governor, Alexander Ramsey, visited the lake and formally named it
“Minnetonka” – a rough translation of “Big Water” from Dakota. The first community on
the lake, Excelsior, was established the following year with Wayzata following suit in 1854.

Historic Land & Lake Tour

Present-Day “Special Route”
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Big Island Park

Big Island Park was an amusement park built
by the Twin City Rapid Transit Company
in 1906. At sixty-five acres, the park was a
bold example of TCRT’s ambitions at the
time. The entire park was lit with electric
lights and featured landscapes and buildings
designed in the Mission Revival style of
architecture. The centerpiece of the park was
a 185-foot tall water tower and light beacon
modeled after the Tower of Seville, Spain.
Although there was a small roller coaster, a
carousel, and a log flume-type ride called the
Old Mill, there were actually few “amusements” at Big Island Park – it was primarily a place to
picnic, enjoy live music, and take in the scenery of Lake Minnetonka. On a good weekend, an
estimated 10,000 visitors would flock to Big Island Park, most of who were day tourists from
the Twin Cities. The park did not sit well economically with its extreme maintenance and
operating costs, however, and was closed in 1911. After the park was demolished in 1917, the
property went on to be used as a campground for veterans and their families. The “Veterans’
Camp,” as it was called, continued until it was sold to the City of Orono in the early 2000s.
Today the property is known as Big Island Nature Park and is once again open for public use.
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Spirit Knob | Breezy Point

Provided by:

Spirit Knob was a place of spiritual significance for the Mdewakanton Dakota who
inhabited much of Minnesota in the 1700s and early 1800s. Although their primary
settlements lay within the Minnesota and Mississippi River Valleys, the Mdewakanton
visited Lake Minnetonka seasonally to hunt, fish, and collect maple syrup. A sacred stone
situated atop a hill, or knob, at the tip of
present-day Breezy Point was a place to
pray and honor the deceased. In 1862,
however, the Dakota were defeated in the
U.S. – Dakota War and banished from
Minnesota shortly thereafter. Around this
same time the sacred stone atop Spirit
Knob disappeared and the hill began
to erode away. What remained of Spirit
Knob was later excavated and by the 1880s
the peninsula had been renamed Breezy
Point.
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